“ | sometimes see in the eyes of a horse the inhuman
beauty of a world before the passage of man.”
- Bartabas

" The dream is a singular mode of presence. What it
deposits in us of living or disappeared beings, animals,
objects, lights, spaces, has the force of an apparition.
The question is whether we can welcome it, whether we
can come closer to the dream-like enigma of the world,
whether we can accept what the genius of the dream is
calling us to: conversion. (...) The dream opens up the
possibility of another temporality, one that is vertical and
yet cuts across this life, this time.”

- Anne Dufourmantelle

Méjean for Milieu
Sonic field work (75 min), Sophie Krier, 2025

Can we imagine a way of being in the world that
would be a form of ‘co-birth’, of being born together?
And if the horse could belong to itself, what would

it have to teach us? | came to the residency to meet
these equids known as Przewalski, after the Russian
explorer of Polish origin who “discovered” them in
1881. Considered extinct in the wild since 1969, these
stocky-looking horses, with their bay coat and bristly
mane, have been the focus of numerous rehabilitation
programmes since the 1990s.

Today, a herd of 41 horses, made up of individuals
that survived in captivity, roam in semi-liberty over 440
hectares of the Causse Méjean (megio in local dialect;
make sure you let the i deepen the 2nd syllable).

“ When I'm with horses, it's like there's a gap in time.
They put us in the present, in the here and now. And
we're going to find that again with the Przewalski (...).
They bring people together, and in that sense | say
they are a link between the past and the future. They
constantly ask us about the place of the living, of the
living... They don't fit neatly into the boxes we've
designed for them. And that's something we find
throughout their story. “ - Héléne Roche

It is said that Méjean means middle. What would it be
like to write from the centre? | came to write on the
Causse, and along the way | felt like writing with the
Méjean: letting myself be carried along by the many
voices and ways of knowing that inhabit it. It's to this
other form of listening, wandering, open, that this
account invites you.

Click here to play the — French spoken — audio file.


https://soundcloud.com/ateliersophiekrier/mejean-pour-milieu-final
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